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Broad coalition praises Complete
Streets bill introduced in
Minnesota legislature

(ST. PAUL) - A measure to make roads safer and more accessible
for all Minnesotans — regardless of age or ability or whether
traveling by car, bus, bike or on foot — was introduced into the
Minnesota legislature today. The “Complete Streets” bills, SF 2461

and HF 2801, are supported by a broad coalition of health, family,
environment, senior, and transportation advocates who attended an
afternoon press conference.

“We live on the edge of Eagan and Rosemount just a couple miles
from Lebanon Hills Park and a new library — but the sad part is we
can’'t get to these places safely on foot or by bike,” said Jene’
Leiner, an Inver Grove Heights mother of three young children.
“I'd like my kids to be active, but I’'d rather start up my car and
drive them than risk their safety along a 50 mile per hour road
with no sidewalks or bike lanes.”

Complete Streets is a common-sense design process that helps the
Minnesota Department of Transportation respond to local needs and
local users. Complete Streets removes the need for multiple
designs and variances in an effort to build roads right the first
time, rather than fixing them after a tragedy occurs.

In the past decade, more than 500 bicyclists and pedestrians have
been killed, and another 20,000 injured on Minnesota roads, said



Minnesota Representative Mike Obermueller (DFL — Eagan), House
author, about his impetus for sponsoring the bill.
-more-

“One of the reasons for these injuries and fatalities is that
state standards too often dictate that Minnesota roads move cars
as quickly as possible and ignore the abilities of seniors,
children, pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit riders,”
Obermueller said.

“Minnesota seniors and children are especially vulnerable to
transportation systems that are designed almost exclusively for
moving automobiles,” said Bob Geyen, State Volunteer Leader for
AARP, one of 48 organizations supporting the bill. Geyen pointed
to the example of an 86-year-old Chaska man, who was struck and
killed by a car as he tried to walk across busy Highway 41 to go
to church.

“That very unfortunate outcome could have been prevented had the
road been designed for all users, regardless of age or ability,”
Geyen added.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota (Blue Cross) also backs
the bill. Blue Cross’ Chief Prevention Officer, Dr. Marc Manley,
cited the more than 60 percent of adult Minnesotans who are
overweight or obese and said that if left unchecked, obesity will
add another $3.7 billion in health care expenses for Minnesotans
by 2020.

“Current road designs often create barriers and discourage people
from walking and biking,” Manley said, “We need to make it easier
for people to be active and achieve or maintain a healthy weight.
This Complete Streets policy is a creative solution that not only
can make our transportation dollars stretch farther, but also
encourage more people to lead an active lifestyle, thereby
improving health and saving health care dollars.”

The Minnesota Department of Transportation issued a state-mandated
report last year in favor of a state Complete Streets policy.
Nationally, eighteen states and more than 100 communities have
policies supporting complete streets. 1In Minnesota, Rochester,
St. Paul, Albert Lea, Bloomington and Hennepin County have either
passed Complete Streets policies or are working to implement them.

The Complete Streets concept is broadly supported by Minnesotans.
A recent statewide poll by the Minnesota Environmental Partnership
found that 73 percent of Minnesotans support a policy that would
encourage communities to build roads for all users, including
transit riders, bicyclists and pedestrians.



Senator Tony Lourey (DFL — Kerrick),

chief Senate author, said

Complete Streets would only change the design of future projects,
and not demand the retrofitting of existing roads. In the long run
this will potentially save money by preventing costly retro-fits
that sometimes occur when a street or road is deemed unsafe for
pedestrians and other users, Lourey added.

-more-

Complete Streets has bipartisan support in the legislature.
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Red Wing Housing and The Corduroy Studio, Inc.

Redevelopment Authority Transit for Livable
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For more information on the Minnesota Complete Streets effort,
visit www.mncompletestreets.org
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